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Sustainable South Brent 
 

Minutes of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
held at 7.30pm  

on Tuesday 21 July 2020, 7.30pm, via Zoom 
 
Present:  
54 members (confirmed by membership secretary) – see Appendix 1) 

including 9 members represented by proxy (membership confirmed) 
6 non-members present. 
The following elected members of the Board of Directors were present:  

Tony Hopkins (Company Secretary); Harry Jennings; John Rawlinson; Gaynor 
Williams. Sue Ifould attended, but is standing down as a director. 

 
1. Welcome and Introductions 

John Rawlinson ‘Zoom’ hosted meeting, and sought permission for it to be recorded. 
Tony Hopkins chaired the meeting. He welcomed attendees, confirmed that the 
meeting was quorate and introduced new members to the meeting. 

 
2. Minutes of last AGM – April 2019 

Accepted as a true record – proposed by John Rawlinson, seconded Sue Ifould. 
Unanimous agreement.  Matters arising from AGM 2019 to be dealt with under 
Directors’ Reports. 

 
3. Apologies for absence 

Anne Duckworth, Mavis Hewitt, Steve Cleave, Nick Cape, Helen Hall 
9 members were absent but were represented by proxy; see Appendix 1 

 
4. Consideration of the Financial statements: 1st Oct 2018 - 30th Sept 2019 

The chair noted that SSB ran at a slight loss up until 30 September 2019, and that this 
should also be considered in respect of the later resolution to increase subscriptions. 
No questions arising.  
Financial Statements as prepared by Tamar Accounting and published on the SSB 
website to be accepted: proposed Martin Duckworth, seconded Ian Fenwick.  
Unanimous agreement. 

 
5. Consideration of the Directors’ Annual Report: April 2019 - March 2020 

In response to the suggestion by Sue Ifould, the chair invited project group leaders 
whose reports were included in the annual report to contribute to discussion: 
i. The Marsh – Martin Duckworth reported an ‘interesting’ year requiring some 

resourcefulness. The Marsh had closed at the end of March until the 7 June and 
this will have affected income in respect of no compost being sold, as well as the 
loss of recycling credits. To facilitate reopening, a ticketing system was devised 
and instigated, but it has now been to dispensed with this. However, social 
distancing and vehicle control remain in place and important. There has been a 
remarkable bounce back and astonishing amount of compost is being collected 
and an extra session of compost turning by SHDC has been requested. No more 
can be available until there has been sufficient time for more to mature. 
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ii. Wood Group – Harry Jennings.  The pandemic had also affected the Wood 
Group plans. Planning permission for the wood store has been granted, but it has 
not yet been possible to build it. While a lot of logs have been processed, they will 
not be dry enough this year. Out of 30 members on the wood group email system, 
a strong core of about a dozen to fifteen work together well, with no official leader, 
on the wood group projects such as coppicing work helping to increase local 
biodiversity. ‘A self-financing biproduct’ is the production of the wood surplus for 
sale. 

 
iii. School Garden – Helen Hall. The Chair reported in Helen’s absence 

acknowledging the garden’s success in organisational terms as well as in the 
provision of produce for the school kitchen. Grateful thanks to Helen and also to 
Frank Noble, who retired from this last year, but whose role had been much 
appreciated.  

[Post meeting note during write up – Frank Noble died on 22 July 2020] 
 

iv. Membership – Marianne Tissandier.  Year ended last year with very 
encouraging 262 members. This always falls at the beginning of the year and now 
stands at 250. SSB is always grateful for support from new members. 

 
v. 4Bs – Jeremy Sabel.  A very successful year.  The GP surgery ‘Apple-a-day’ 

orchard is flourishing and the grass verges and wild meadows are looking good, 
New plans are also under way with the Parish Council Land and Estates 
Committee as well as DCC and SHDC, to manage more of the parish land 
sustainably. Jeremy thanked Tim Ferry for raising the issue of grass cutting 
frequencies with the Parish Council which was the impetus for the latest round of 
discussions to alter mowing frequencies and enhance biodiversity in greenspaces 
in the Parish. Open scything sessions taking place this week. 

 
vi. Zero Carbon Group – Jane Nichols.  The much anticipated Climate Fair has 

again had to be delayed, but new hoped-for-date is 24 April 2021. Good 
responses from anticipated participants and also visitors. Jeremy Sabel reported 
Other ZCG activities include A Cutting Carbon Workshop programme and a 
Community skill-share. Support for the establishment of a proposed electric car 
club. Jeremy intends to stand down as lead of ZCG and a new chair will be sought 
at the next meeting of the group on 31 July. John Rawlinson thanked Jeremy for 
steering the Zero Carbon group from its inception. 

 
vii. IT Training Skills – Steve Cleave. Sue Ifould spoke for Steve Cleave in his 

absence.  Attendance at sessions has been small but valued. However, the future 
is uncertain as it has been difficult to engage instructors. 

 
viii. Food@SSB – Penny Wainwright. Sue Ifould spoke in Penny’s absence. 

Children’s cooking/sharing workshops successful, but the ambitious Community 
Kitchen project was hindered by lockdown consequences, as any Lottery funding 
is currently being allocated to COVID related projects as a priority. These plans 
remain on the ‘back burner’. Thanks to Penny for her ongoing efforts and 
commitment. 
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ix. ‘Talking Rubbish’ – Eva Ball. Sue Ifould spoke for Eva in her absence. Group 
gone quiet, primarily because it had been intended to relaunch at the Climate Fair.  
Their issues have been channelled into ZCG for the moment.  

 
x. Bike Bank – Penny Wainwright. Sue Ifould spoke for Penny. The Bike Bank is 

currently shut because of COVID constraints. The chair commented that issues 
relating to COVID and the bike bank insurance are under consideration, but should 
not present a problem. Preparations are now afoot to re-open the bike bank soon. 

 
6. Consideration of Ordinary Resolutions: 

Resolution 1: That under Section 477 Companies Act 2006, SSB continue to be 
exempted from audit for the year 2018 -2019.  
The chair explained that while the accounts are not formally audited, which would have 
significant further cost implications and is not required, these financial statements are 
prepared in accordance with the provisions applicable to the small companies regime, 
and in accordance with FRS 102, ‘The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the 
UK and Republic of Ireland’. Independent examination of the accounts is undertaken by 
Tamar Accounting which incurs a professional fee of £668. 
No issues were raised. The resolution was proposed by Hayden Gabriel, seconded by 
John Rawlinson, and carried unanimously including by proxy voters. 

 
Resolution 2: That the annual membership subscription be increased from £3 to £6. 
Note: The membership subscription has remained unchanged at £3 since November 
2011. The Trustees/Directors seek support to raise this to a more realistic sum of £6. 
This will bring greater diversity and security of income to support more of our 
aspirations, as we focus on projects and actions to help mitigate the widely recognised 
climate change emergency, and encourage more active involvement and participation 
in the organisation by its members. If accepted the new rate will not take effect in 
April 2021 (the month of the proposed Climate Fair). 

The membership secretary pointed out that the subscription is per person, and there is 
not a reduced rate or cap per household). 

Jane Nichols proposed that the resolution be amended to a minimum of £6, this was 
seconded by Lindsey Stewart and agreed. The resolution was passed as amended; 
however, the chair pointed out that as the wording on the published proxy form had not 
mentioned the £6 as a minimum, proxy form votes could not be counted.  

Sue Ifould pointed out that the fee was already effectively a minimum rather than fixed 
fee, since a number of members already add a donation on top of the stated amount 
(the membership application form indicates that “Donations, however small, are always 
most welcome” and the Standing Order form (preferred method of payment) does not 
mention an amount and leaves the member to choose the amount to fill in).  
 

7. The election of Directors: 
Note: One-third of the company’s directors retire each year in rotation. This year, Helen 
Hall and Sue Ifould have stood down as directors, as has Mavis Hewitt who remains as 
Treasurer.  

Proposal of thanks to outgoing trustees for their contributions to SSB. Pat Armstrong 
proposed, seconded by the Chair and carried unanimously. 

The Chair advised that trustee numbers had been critically low making it was difficult to 
sustain SSB and move forward the work of the organisation. He therefore welcomed 
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the number of nominations which had been received. Those received in advance were 
for the following members to be elected as directors: 

Pat Armstrong (is a former trustee, but currently a co-opted trustee, and as such, 
her term of office automatically ceases at the AGM) 
Hayden Gabriel 
Jane Nichols 
Rachel Rafiqi 

Each nominee introduced themselves. The Chair proposed the election of these 
nominees en bloc. This was seconded by John Rawlinson and carried unanimously. 
 
Additional potential trustees declared their interest in standing and were nominated 
from the ‘floor’ of the meeting: 

Nick Cape – was proposed in absentia with his permission by Hayden Gabriel and 
seconded by Jane Nichols 
Kitty Ford introduced herself and was proposed by Jane Nichols and seconded by 
Ross and Liz Kennerley 

 
[NB. Nominations were also proposed for the election of Jenny Harker and Andy 
Harker. These were accepted at the meeting but subsequently declared null and void 
as neither was an SSB member at the time and it is required that Directors are elected 
“by and from the Company’s Members” However, once their membership is confirmed, 
Andy and Jenny may be co-opted at the next Board of Directors meeting.] 
 
The Chair proposed that this second group of nominees should also be elected en bloc 
This was seconded by John Rawlinson and carried unanimously. 

 
The Chair, as Company Secretary, will be gathering the required personal data from the 
new directors for Companies House. 
 
Robin Willoughby asked that the remaining Trustees identify themselves to the meeting. 
They did and are Tony Hopkins, John Rawlinson, Gaynor Williams and Harry Jennings. 
 
The new board of directors will therefore be: 

Pat Armstrong  
Nick Cape  
Kitty Ford  
Hayden Gabriel  
Tony Hopkins (Company Secretary) 
Harry Jennings  
Jane Nichols  
Rachel Rafiqi  
John Rawlinson  
Gaynor Williams: [note post meeting - Gaynor decided to retire as a director on 23/07/2020] 
[Andy Harker – subject to membership confirmation and co-option] 
[Jenny Harker – subject to membership confirmation and co-option] 

 
8. Any Other Business: 

i. The chair asked if new trustees would be prepared to meet in August. There is not 
usually an August board meeting, but the AGM having been postponed until July 
and with a new Board of Directors eager to get to work, this was agreed for 
Tuesday 4 August, again by Zoom  
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Action: John Rawlinson to schedule and host Zoom meeting 
 

ii. The Membership Secretary reported that during the meeting three non-members 
attending had  indicated they wished to join SSB.  

Action: Marianne Tissandier to follow up 
 

iii. Sue Ifould reported on a recent meeting held between the Totnes MP Anthony 
Mangnall and a five SSB members via Zoom. Mr Mangnall had declared his 
interest, admiration and support for SSB activities. Sue added that several local 
fledgling sustainable groups have approached SSB for information and exchange 
of ideas.  Liaison was ongoing and ‘the movement is growing’.  

 
iv. Ross Kennerley, as Chair of the Old School Community Centre (OSCC) updated 

the meeting on activity at the OSCC, particularly those arising from financial 
difficulties as a result of the COVID 19 pandemic restrictions. He emphasised the 
positive working relationship between the OSCC and SSB. He congratulated the 
new Trustees and wished everyone success. 

 
 
The meeting closed at 8.42pm 
 

GW/SI 21/07/2020 
JWR 08/08/2020  

 
 
APPENDIX 1: List of Members and non-members present at the AGM 
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