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South Brent Climate and Ecological Emergency 
–Where did that come from?
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Context for Action
• Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report on Global Warming in October2018

• Greta Thunberg: “You did not act in time”   

• ‘Fridays for Future’ (FFF) School Strikes for the Climate 

• Extinction Rebellion (XR) campaign 

• David Attenborough: ‘Climate Change: The Facts’ documentary in April 2019

• IPBES report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services in May 2019 and other Scientific Evidence 
Based reports

• George Monbiot – Apocalypse Cow in January 2020

• The 10 years to the end of 2019 are confirmed by three global 
agencies in January 2020 as the warmest decade on record
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file:///C:/Users/John/Documents/1 Personal/Peace & Sustainability/Climate Change/Greta clips.mp3
https://rebellion.earth/
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/apocalypse-cow-how-meat-killed-the-planet
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rYNM4rsnNFM


Local Time Frame
February 2008: Francis Macnaughton publishes ‘Energy Sustainability in South Brent: A Report to inform the community on the 
options for saving Carbon Dioxide emissions’

June 2016: South Brent Parish Council publishes its Parish Plan 2016+, which includes significant action points relating to South 
Brent’s carbon footprint, mitigating climate change and sustainability. Various organisations (such as Parish Council and 
Committees, SHDC, SSB, SBCES, The Rec, Brent Birders), are identified as having ownership of specific action points.

23 April 2019: Sustainable South Brent’s  AGM: Lack of positive action in the parish raised by Ross Kennerley, resulting in 
animated discussion and support for SSB to press for urgent action in the parish, recognising that this has always been SSB’s core 
raison d'être

1 May 2019: UK Parliament declared an Environment and Climate Emergency

25 May 2019: Presentation to SBPC on behalf of SSB trustees, urging South Brent PC to discuss any measures that they can take 
to recognise and mitigate against climate change and loss of biodiversity, and to declare an Environment and Climate Emergency  
to reinvigorate joint work streams already in the Parish Plan with the aim of achieving carbon neutrality by 2030. SBPC resolves
unanimously to do so and declares a Climate and Ecological Emergency on 26 November 2019.

31 May 2019: First meeting of Sustainable South Brent’s Zero Carbon South Brent sub-group 

16 May 2019: Devon County Council announces encouragement for organisations, communities and people to collaborate to 
reduce global warning, and sets aside £250k for a Devon Climate Emergency Response Group, to make the Devon Climate 
Declaration, establish the Net-Zero Task Force, take forward the Devon Carbon Plan and establish a Citizen’s Assembly and public 
consultation process.

22 May 2019: Declarations by other local councils: Totnes (December 2018), Buckfastleigh (March 2019), Rattery (April 2019).
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http://www.sustainablesouthbrent.org.uk/documents/131/zero-carbon-group/3417/energy-sustainability-in-south-brent_francis-macnaughton_14-02-2008.pdf
http://www.southbrent.gov.uk/
http://www.southbrent.gov.uk/parish-plan-2016-to-2021
http://www.sustainablesouthbrent.org.uk/
Hansard, 01/05/2019 column 318
http://www.southbrent.gov.uk/climate-ecological-emergency/climate-emergency-declaration
http://www.sustainablesouthbrent.org.uk/projects/zero-carbon-group/
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKDEVONCC/bulletins/24552f7
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/governance/devon-climate-emergency-response-group/
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/devon-climate-declaration/
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/governance/net-zero-task-force-terms-of-reference/
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/devon-carbon-plan/
https://www.devonclimateemergency.org.uk/devon-carbon-plan/citizens-assembly/
http://www.totnestowncouncil.gov.uk/Climate_Emergency_22424.aspx
https://buckfastleigh.gov.uk/files/2019/03/Climate-Emergency-Motion.pdf
http://www.ratteryvillage.co.uk/Pages/Rattery%20Climate%20Emergency.html


“The community will take steps to sustain itself, socially and economically and with opportunities for all who wish to make their lives here. This will include 
affordable and environmentally friendly homes to enable families and individuals with low to moderate incomes to continue to live and work within South 
Brent. It is also about our broader impact on the environment, which in turn impacts on us, economically and socially. We will play our part in the global efforts 
to mitigate climate change and resource scarcity, in ways that are compatible with the need to maintain and improve the quality of life in the community for 
all. We will therefore include locally produced energy solutions such as hydro, wind and other renewables, encourage more domestic recycling and in so doing 
strengthening the local community and protecting the long term economic, social and environmental health of the village.”

Carbon Reduction: “Work to assess the Parish’s carbon footprint and identify and incentivise a programme to reduce it to an agreed series of targets compatible with UK goals and the 
need to achieve sustainability across the community.”

Environment & Renewable Energy: “Identify opportunities to protect the local natural environment and minimise negative impacts to ensure that a healthy and vibrant natural 
environment underpins the quality of life and health of the community. Support community and household renewable energy projects that complement our distinctive environment. 
Locally owned renewable energy schemes will support the local economy and provide job opportunities, reduce the reliance of fossil fuels and cut carbon emissions. Reduce energy 
consumption through energy efficiency. Provide help in reducing fuel poverty and the carbon footprint of the community and to reduce domestic and commercial water consumption.”
ERE 1. Encourage and commission surveys to record and monitor wildlife, and management plans to promote and sustain our natural environment and biodiversity.
ERE 2. Encourage domestic, agricultural and industrial renewable energy use. Raise awareness of the benefits, and encourage the inclusion of such systems in new buildings. Support 

for community owned renewable energy generation schemes and social enterprises. [SSB]
ERE 3 Encourage and promote energy schemes which reduce the carbon footprint of the parish, including retrofitting, the collection of rain and waste water for garden and grey water 

usage. Support local micro-hydro schemes where appropriate. [SBCES; SSB]

Traffic & Transport: “…maintain recent improvements in public transport serving South Brent and a reduction in the need for car usage to encourage other means of travel, to minimise 
the need for individual car use and thereby reduce congestion and the community carbon footprint.”
TT 3 Maintain, and where possible lobby to improve, public transport, local ring-and-ride services and develop community transport options [PC; SSB]
TT 4 Improve the cycling experience: increase cycle walk lanes; shared use signage, develop SB bike bank project; e-bike charging points. [SSB]

Housing
H 3. Favour planning applications which provide sustainable and energy efficient housing using sustainable materials and renewable technologies [PC] 4



South Brent Parish Council Annual Parish meeting
20/05/2019.  Agenda item 29-2; minute PC 9-5-19 
Correspondence circulated to Councillors: 

2) Sustainable South Brent: request for an Environmental and Climate Emergency declaration by the Council and discuss any 
measures to recognise and mitigate against climate change and loss of biodiversity. 

A representative of SSB explained this request follows the publication of the IPCC special report on Climate Change in 
October 2018 and the recent IPBES report on biodiversity and ecosystem services in May 2019, pressure from the public 
including the School Strikes for the Climate, Extinction Rebellion protests and David Attenborough’s programme on climate 
change in April 2019. 

In response on 7th May, Sustainable South Brent created a Zero Carbon South Brent sub-group and will now look to pursue 
further local measures/projects that help to reduce the carbon footprint of the parish as a matter of urgency. 

SSB urges the Council to discuss any measures being taken or which could be taken to recognise and mitigate against climate 
change and loss of biodiversity. Consideration should be included on Council and Committee agendas, reviewing progress 
and publicised in the Council newsletter. A Councillor is also invited to be part of the Zero Carbon South Brent group 

As a first step, a resolution is requested to declare an Environment and Climate Emergency following in the footsteps of not 
only our national parliament, but also Devon County Council (21 February 2019) and several parishes in the South Hams: 
Buckfastleigh, Rattery and Totnes. 

Cllr Paul Fennessy proposed that an Environmental and Climate Emergency is declared following the publication of 
compelling evidence and a unanimous declaration by Parliament on 1st May, seconded by Cllr Glyn Richards and resolved by 
the Parish Council. 3 

The Council agreed these steps would encourage our wider community and ensure local measures are taken to reduce the 
carbon footprint of the parish. (SSB will be advised.) 
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South Brent Parish Council: Climate and Ecological Emergency Declaration (26/11/2019)
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http://www.southbrent.gov.uk/images/document-files/Downloads/Web%20Site%20Content/5__SBPC_Climate_Emergency_Declaration_251119.pdf


South Brent Parish Council thus:
1. Declares a ‘Climate and Ecological Emergency’; 
2. Aims to encourage and support the community of South Brent to:

become carbon neutral by 2030, considering both production and consumption emissions (scope 1, 2, 3 (v)) 
increase biodiversity; 

3. South Brent Parish Council will encourage and support the community of South Brent to fulfil the relevant aims in the South Brent Parish Plan 2016+ 
4. Calls on Westminster, Devon County Council and South Hams District Council to provide the powers and resources to make the 2030 target possible; 
5. Calls on Westminster to appoint Citizens Assemblies to develop the policies to deliver this target; 
6. Agrees it will work with other local authority organisations such as neighbouring town and parish Councils, DALC (Devon Association of Local Councils) 

and appropriate government departments (both within the UK and internationally) and other organisations to determine and implement best practice 
methods to limit global warming to less than 1.5° C above pre-industrial levels; 

7. Agrees it will continue to work with partners across the district, county and region to deliver this new goal through all relevant strategies and plans; 
8. Agrees it will place this issue on Parish Council agendas to agree strategies and action plans; 
9. Agrees to form an Advisory Group that will produce a scoping document to develop a council strategy that will support this declaration, leading to the 

group forming a 10 year climate and Ecological Emergency Action Plan as a working document for the Parish of South Brent. 
10. Pledges to do whatever is in its power to make South Brent carbon neutral by 2030 
11. When making other decisions, including planning decisions, take into account the effect on the progress towards the carbon neutral target and 

increasing biodiversity 
12. Where necessary consider a partial diversion of funds to reinvigorate the actions outlined in the Climate Emergency Declaration that help achieve the 

target 
13. Regularly review progress and consider acting on recommendations to address this emergency 
14. Explain and inform people in the Parish and beyond about the implications of the emergency, about the measures we are supporting, and actions 

individuals can take themselves to mitigate the crisis 
15. Support and work with Sustainable South Brent and their Zero Carbon Group together with other organisations throughout the parish and provide 

SBPC Councillor/s as a point of contact. 
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2007: Big meeting 
with Rob Hopkins 
– lots of enthusiasm, 

ideas and 
suggestions

2006: SSB started up

http://www.sustainablesouthbrent.org.uk/


Sustainable South Brent
PROJECT 
GROUPS:
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http://www.sustainablesouthbrent.org.uk/


Now it’s up to us …………….

10



References
Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT) (2013) Zero Carbon Britain: Rethinking the Future (full report or summary) Machynlleth; CAT https://www.cat.org.uk/info-resources/zero-carbon-britain/research-
reports/zero-carbon-rethinking-the-future/

Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT) (2017) Zero Carbon Britain: Making it Happen (full report or summary) Machynlleth; CAT https://www.cat.org.uk/info-resources/zero-carbon-britain/research-
reports/zero-carbon-britain-making-it-happen/

Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT) (2018) Zero Carbon Britain: Raising Ambition; Zero Carbon Scenarios from across the Globe (full report or summary) Machynlleth; CAT https://www.cat.org.uk/info-
resources/zero-carbon-britain/research-reports/zero-carbon-britain-raising-ambition/

Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT) (2019) Rising to the Climate Emergency Machynlleth; CAT https://www.cat.org.uk/new-report-zero-carbon-britain-rising-to-the-climate-emergency/

Committee on Climate Change (2019) Net-Zero – The UK’s contribution to stopping global warming (report and technical report) https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/net-zero-the-uks-contribution-to-
stopping-global-warming/

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) (2018; revised Jan 2019) Global Warming of 1.5 °C. Summary for Policy Makers. Switzerland: IPCC https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) (2019) Climate Change and Land. Summary for Policy Makers. Switzerland: IPCC https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2019/08/4.-
SPM_Approved_Microsite_FINAL.pdf

Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) (2019) Summary for policymakers of the global assessment report on biodiversity and ecosystem services of the 
Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services Global Assessment Report on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services. Bonn: IPBES https://www.ipbes.net/global-assessment-
biodiversity-ecosystem-services

Macnaughton F. (2008) Energy Sustainability in South Brent: A Report to inform the community on the options for saving Carbon Dioxide emissions. South Brent: Sustainable South Brent 
http://www.sustainablesouthbrent.org.uk/documents/131/zero-carbon-group/3417/energy-sustainability-in-south-brent_francis-macnaughton_14-02-2008.pdf

Monbiot George (2019) Lab-grown food will soon destroy farming and save the planet The Guardian 08/01/2020 https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jan/08/lab-grown-food-destroy-farming-
save-planet

Monbiot George (2019) Apocalypse Cow: Channel 4 08/01/2020 https://www.channel4.com/programmes/apocalypse-cow-how-meat-killed-the-planet

Policy Exchange (2018) The Future of Carbon Pricing London: Policy Exchange https://policyexchange.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/The-Future-of-Carbon-Pricing.pdf

Pope Francis (2015) Laudato si: Encyclical Letter of The Holy Father Francis on care for our common home. Rome: Vatican Press http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-
francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf

South Devon Bioregion (2019) Learning journey for climate resilience – Report. Devon: The Bioregional Learning Centre https://bioregion.org.uk/project/learning-journey/

Stern N. (2006) The Economics of Climate Change: The Stern Review. London School of Economics Summary: https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20100407163608/http://www.hm-
treasury.gov.uk/d/Summary_of_Conclusions.pdf

World Meteorological Organization (2019) WMO Provisional Statement on the State of the Global Climate in 2019. Geneva: WMO https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=10108

11

https://www.cat.org.uk/info-resources/zero-carbon-britain/research-reports/zero-carbon-rethinking-the-future/
https://www.cat.org.uk/info-resources/zero-carbon-britain/research-reports/zero-carbon-britain-making-it-happen/
https://www.cat.org.uk/info-resources/zero-carbon-britain/research-reports/zero-carbon-britain-raising-ambition/
https://www.cat.org.uk/new-report-zero-carbon-britain-rising-to-the-climate-emergency/
https://www.theccc.org.uk/publication/net-zero-the-uks-contribution-to-stopping-global-warming/
https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/
https://www.ipcc.ch/site/assets/uploads/2019/08/4.-SPM_Approved_Microsite_FINAL.pdf
https://www.ipbes.net/global-assessment-biodiversity-ecosystem-services
http://www.sustainablesouthbrent.org.uk/documents/131/zero-carbon-group/3417/energy-sustainability-in-south-brent_francis-macnaughton_14-02-2008.pdf
https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jan/08/lab-grown-food-destroy-farming-save-planet
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/apocalypse-cow-how-meat-killed-the-planet
https://policyexchange.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2018/07/The-Future-of-Carbon-Pricing.pdf
http://w2.vatican.va/content/dam/francesco/pdf/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si_en.pdf
https://bioregion.org.uk/project/learning-journey/
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20100407163608/http:/www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/d/Summary_of_Conclusions.pdf
https://library.wmo.int/doc_num.php?explnum_id=10108

