
Sustainable South Brent

ROLL UP, ROLL UP
READ ALL ABOUT IT!
We’ve got the Jubilee, a rapidly changing environment, rising energy and food
costs and an uncertain future. What better time to take stock and look at the past,
the present and the possible future in South Brent? 

These themes are taking centre stage in our upcoming free and exciting 
Fair for South Brent on Sat. 16th July 11am -4.30pm. The emphasis is firmly on a
fun, positive day out, celebrating the best South Brent has to offer. 

There will be over 50 stalls, great entertainment and delicious food. With lots of
fun, hands-on activities for all the family, as well as more serious opportunities
to find out about how to save energy, money and improve our environment,
there really will be something for everyone. 

SSB invited local community and other organisations to collaborate in staging this
event and we’ve been bowled over by their enthusiastic response. Read on to find
out more - and we look forward to seeing you at the Fair!

Andy Harker,
Chair
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AND ACTION…

There will be activities happening across the Fair and an Activities Tent area,
with family-friendly workshops including:

      Seadream’s free fun parent/child science workshop, using thermal
imaging cameras; and VR headsets for local underwater footage. Plus
giving advice on how to measure and act on your carbon footprint.

      Chances to get creative by making birds from wood off-cuts, weaving a
line of willow bunting, or making summer crowns and necklaces. Modest
charges will apply. All courtesy of Arthouse. 

Full details of all the activities on offer will be in the Fair programme, available
at the Fair or online at: ssb.org.uk
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Living in the Present

      Find out what South Brent and Rattery Parish Councils, South Hams District Council, 
Devon County Council and Dartmoor National Park Authority are doing on your behalf and 
their plans for the future. Grab the chance to chat with local councillors, as well as make 
your views known in a Parish Council survey. 

      Come and see us on the SSB stall, including our inspiring Young Adult Ambassadors.

      Try your luck in a raffle, lucky dip and competition with prizes!

       Listen to ace storyteller 
Steph Bradley, as she weaves a 
story compiled from recordings 
of people's reminiscences made 
at South Brent and District 
Caring’s Memory Cafe, 
combined with visions and 
memories collected from visitors 
at the Fair. 

Learning from the Past

       See the South Brent Archive 
exhibition on life in South Brent 
in years gone by (featured right 
is Brent Station c. 1954). 

       Enter an intergenerational 
competition to win a prize! 

       

Get in the Zone    
The Fair will be divided into zones, covering: Community, Nature, Energy, Transport, 
Renewal/Waste, Food and Land. Here’s a taster of what’s on offer:

           Community Zone
This is showcasing the best that our wonderful community has to offer. You’ll also find the 
main 'Timescape’ marquee of the Fair, which invites visitors on a journey from 70 years ago, 
through the present, to 70 years hence. 

Step into the Future

      See the best of the fabulous entries in SSB’s photographic, art and writing competition 
for young people. These are of both things in the present and their visions for the future.

      Draw or write your visions for South Brent in 70 year’s time.

      As if that’s not enough, there will be lots of stalls outside, including the Old School 
Community Centre, Little Orchard nursery and other South Brent organisations, such as the 
Health Centre, Community Land Trust, XR and the Village Hall. There’s even a chance to try 
your hand at bowls with the Short Mat Bowls Club.



          Transport Zone

Head here to find out about Active Travel opportunities. Check out what SSB’s Bike Bank 
has to offer, get information on public transport, advice on cycling from Sustrans and learn 
about the Primrose Trail. 

          Energy Zone

Various organisations will be on hand to give advice and information on renewables and 
how to reduce your energy costs and measure your carbon footprint, including: SSBs Energy 
group, the South Brent Community Energy Society, EcoTrades SW, South Dartmoor 
Community Energy and Carbon Savvy. 

          Renewal/waste Zone

           Nature Zone

Lots of things to do here, including making an insect hotel, garden stakes, or giving peg 
loom weaving a go. Find loads of information and advice from various groups and 
organisations, including SSB’s own 4B’s (Brent Bugs, Bees, Butterflies) and Hedges and 
Woodland groups, Brent Island, Brent Birders and Moths, Moor Trees, the Devon Wildlife 
Trust and the Avon Valley Project.

          Food and Land Zone

Here you can find out about SSB’s Food and Land groups new Community Fridge 
project, plus advice and details about a 2023 seed saving and swapping event from 
Halfmoonfield. Other stalls include the South Brent Allotments Society, Riverford 
and HowNowDairy.
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Spoilt for choice here! Join in workshops on 
‘upcycling a t-shirt’, or try your hand at easy 
stonecarving (charges will apply). There are also 
stalls selling various items and promoting refill 
options, as well as a small jumble sale. Not 
forgetting input from SSB’s Talking Rubbish group 
and the Marsh Community Compost Centre.



A roaring success
Hopefully that’s all whetted your appetite - and you too can play your part in making it the 
best possible Fair for South Brent.

Thanks to all those who’ve already stepped forward to help, but as ever, many hands 
make light work, so if you can spare even just an hour or two, it would be really, really 
appreciated. You can be specific or general about what you can do - exactly what and 
when can be decided nearer the time. 

You could help by:
 

      Before: putting up posters, collecting equipment, transporting large items, putting up 
road signs…

      Setting up: Friday 15th  6.30-8.30pm and Saturday 16th 8am-11 am: putting up tents, 
chairs, bunting, electrical installation, decorating…

      During: 11 - 4:30pm: stewards, traffic flow, comperes for entertainment and talks, 
serving food, staffing SSB stalls…

      Afterwards: packing tents, tidying, carrying, delivering…

      Offering: to loan equipment (e.g. gazebos, display boards) 

      Coming and enjoying the Fair! 

Offers asap to Jude please, via: fair@ssb.org.uk
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Music to your ears
Head for the Entertainment Tent to ‘zone out’ to some 
fabulous music, from the likes of Wild Harmony, the South 
Devon Singers Community Choir,  Emily Roblyn and the 
Holly Ebony Band. And listen to some great readings, 
including Matt Harvey’s brilliant poetry. 

All donations made at the Fair will help fund local 
community, nature and climate-friendly projects.

Full details will be available in the programme at the Fair, 
or online at: ssb.org.uk

And something to get your teeth into…
Delicious food and drink will be available from Food in Community, who will be providing a 
plate of tempting vegetarian food on  a ‘pay what you can’ basis (suggested minimum 
donation of £5). 

There will also be a BBQ, with locally sourced, good quality meat. A bar, with beer and 
soft drinks, is being run by New Lion Brewery. And no Fair would be complete without 
tea and cakes, provided by South Brent Women Together.



Finally, in other news….

Busy 4Bs
South Brent will be looking bloomin’ lovely and buzzing with wildlife this summer, thanks 
to new planting by 4Bs.  

At the village hall garden, a small group of volunteers enjoyed preparing and planting 
10 wildlife friendly shrubs and scattered butterfly friendly wildflower mix seeds. Even 
more wildlife-friendly spaces were created in the Playpark, when an enthusiastic group 
of children and adults planted native, wildlife-friendly shrub whips. These were 
interspersed with larger trees, in a semicircle to the back of the park. 4Bs intend that 
this area should be mown only at the latter end of the season, to allow native 
wildflowers and plants to reestablish. On request from parents using the park, 4Bs also 
plan to establish a willow bower. 

In addition, a 1m wide strip along the Exeter Rd border of the park was sown with 
native hedgerow species and a wider 2m strip along the front of the park will be sown in 
August with Yellow Rattle and an attractive wildflower mix (as seen in the photo of the 
bus stop wild flowers on p. 3).

There will also be new homes for birds, with nest boxes being put up on some of the 
existing larger trees at the back of the park. In the Wildlife semi-circle area, insects will 
be catered for in their own ‘hotel’ - which will be made as part of the activities at the 
Fair for South Brent.

South Brent Community Fridge and Larder
If food waste were a country, it would be the third greatest carbon emitter in the 
world. It is estimated that £900 million of food waste is thrown away in Britain alone. 
But exciting plans are afoot to reduce it here in South Brent.

Sustainable South Brent’s Food and Land Project is working together with volunteers to 
provide a Community Fridge and Larder in the village centre. Donations of surplus food 
will be available for anyone to collect and use free of charge. 
 

Donations can be accepted from local food businesses, producers, individuals, 
allotments and gardens. The fridge and larder will be open for use 24 hours a day.
 

The project will:
·      Reduce food waste.
·      Promote a sharing culture within the community.
·      Make fresh food available for those who cannot normally afford it.

For more details, check out SSB’s Food and Land Project stall at the Fair for South 
Brent. 
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How SSB can help you 

      We can help if you want to:

      Do something to help nature

      Lower carbon use/tackle climate change and                   
      improve the quality of your life
 
      Link with like-minded people

      Reduce eco-anxiety or loneliness

      Take action around food issues

      Cut waste - or help to keep the village tidy 

      Learn new skills

      Help create a fairer society

Taking action, at whatever level suits you, is great for mental and physical health 
- and really does help make a difference for our community and our world.
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Penstave Copse, where wildflowers benefit from the Wood Group's gentle management.



You can help by

     Joining SSB as a member

     Volunteering at a project

     Joining in our events & activities

     Taking action at home

     Getting the latest news on positive actions and local activities,                          
     by signing up for our e-info.

     Giving us your ideas for new activities/projects

     Making a donation, or sponsor one of our projects 

     Sharing your skills 
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Join us, and help make a difference
You don’t have to be a Member to join our activities. But it’s only £6 p.a. (reduced rate 
available for low income/students), and it does support us in many ways, so please 
consider it.

Application forms available from: ssb.org.uk/join ; or the SSB noticeboards in the 
Toll House on Church St, the Old School Centre and Artworks shop in Station Road.

Sustainable South Brent, The School House, Totnes Road, South Brent TQ10 9BP
Registered Charity No: 1145553; Company No: 7309926

Dartside Explorer 
Scouts with their 
handmade birdboxes.
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